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February, 2017 
 

Wolf Pack Press 
Saint Anthony Park Elementary School 
2180 Knapp St, St. Paul, MN 55108 
www.spps.org/stanthony T: 651-293-8735 
Principal, Dr. Karen Duke 

 
Thank you SAP Families! 
 
Thank you for all your support as we wrapped up two big fundraisers in the 
past month! It was great to see everyone who was able to join us at our 
annual Parents Night Out. Good times were had at this fun event where we 
raised a lot of money for our students. 
 
Read-A-Thon was again a huge success with our students surpassing their 
reading minutes goal by over 100,000 minutes! All while helping raise funds 
for our school in the process. 
 
As we move forward in the second half of the year, as well as looking ahead to 
next year with increased enrollment and budgetary needs, I encourage 
anyone who would like to come to a SAPSA meeting and lend your voice 
while we discuss how we as a Parent Board can adjust and adapt to our 
changing school. 
 
In this month’s Wolf Pack Press we added a "State of SAPSA" letter to outline 
who we are, what we do, and how we all have a hand in making this school 
what it is for our children. SAPSA meets on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 in the cafeteria. I hope to see you there! 
 
Andrew McNattin 
SAPSA President 
 

 

Lost And Found! 

Are you missing anything?  Please check out the lost and 
found.  We would love to play match maker to any missing 

items! 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

March 2 

No school 

March 8 

Grade 4/5 concert 

March 13 

Site council -5pm 

SAPSA-6:30pm 

March 15 

Family Science Night 

March 21/22 

Evening conferences 

March 23 

No school: Conferences 

March 30 

No school 
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State Of SAPSA 

Hello Family and Friends of St. Anthony Park Elementary School!  
 
Exciting change is in the air.  The new physical structure of our 
school is starting to emerge, and the days are growing longer.  A 
new season is upon us.  With the new season, there is plenty of 
excitement and perhaps a bit of uncertainty as our school 
transforms. 
 
In this season of change, SAPSA (Saint Anthony Park School 
Association) has spent some time reflecting on our efforts this 
year.  We realize whether you are new to this school, or not, there 
may be some confusion about who SAPSA is and what our group 
does.  SAPSA is St. Anthony Park Elementary School’s version of the 
PTA/PTO.  Our group needs parent/guardian participation to be 
successful.  We need your input and we welcome any level of 
involvement.   
 
SAPSA’s purpose is to support, encourage, and enhance the 
learning at St. Anthony Park School by providing funds and 
volunteers for the enrichment activities that are so valuable to the 
children. Simply put, our job is fundraising and volunteering!   
 
We are grateful to be a part of an engaged, vibrant, diverse school 
community.  St. Anthony Park School students, teachers, and staff 
are the best.   When you think about all the things that make SAP 
unique, much is due in part to the fundraising and volunteer efforts 
of SAPSA.   
 
Did you know SAPSA makes the following opportunities possible? 

 Artist in Residency experience for each grade 
 Field trips, including Belwin Nature Center and Wolf Ridge 
 Tutoring Program 
 Running Club 
 Young Authors Conference 
 This publication, Wolf Pack Press, which keeps you informed 

as to school and SAPSA events 
 Yearbook 
 And so much more! 

 
 
SAPSA also raises money in order to fulfill teacher funding requests 
and provide the ability for teachers to purchase supplies and 
materials for their classrooms.   
 
BUDGET UPDATE:  Our 2017-2018 fundraising goal is 

 

 

Help the fifth graders 
get to Wolf Ridge! 

Please show your support for the 
5th graders week-long trip to Wolf 
Ridge Environmental Center by 
purchasing a 2018 calendar.  
This year’s photos are by 
Benjamin Olson (www.benjamin-
olson.com) and are for sale at 
$15 each. Please send cash or 
check written out to SAPSA.  See 
Tari Hella-Yelk (room 2210) for 
more info.  All proceeds go 
towards a general scholarship 
fund to ensure all 5th graders can 
attend this wonderful lifelong 
experience. 
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$63,400.  Currently, we have raised $49,000 at the time of this  
publication. 
 
We understand a donation of money is not always 
possible.  Please know we are working hard, as a group, to 
select fundraising activities and volunteer opportunities that 
are inclusive to as many families as possible.  This is a work in 
progress for us and certainly something always at the top of 
our minds as we plan and reflect.  Volunteering is a vitally 
important and rewarding way to contribute to our school as 
well.  If you have ideas, suggestions, or would like to 
contribute to the success of our school - please come to a 
SAPSA meeting. SAPSA meets every second Tuesday of the 
month at 6:30 in the school cafeteria.  All are welcome! 
 
Please also consider donating your time to volunteer for one 
of our upcoming fundraisers, like the Spring Carnival or Book 
Fair.   The spring volunteer sign-up is in this newsletter; in the 
season of change, there are many Lead Volunteer positions 
we are also looking to fill. Please consider becoming involved 
in this way. These activities, which make SAP such a special 
place for our kids, could not happen without you.  
 
We sincerely appreciate the time and money you have 
donated this school year.  If you haven’t had a chance, 
please consider supporting our vibrant school 
community.  Without you, none of this is possible. 
 
On behalf of the SAPSA Board Members, sincerely, 
Lauren Renner 
SAPSA Vice President 

 

 

 

Construction Update 
 

 

As the winter-to-spring transition quickly 
approaches, we are on the verge of 
completing the third phase of work at St. 
Anthony.  We’re excited to be opening seven 
grade level classrooms, a new computer lab, 
rooms for support specialists, and the media 
center in March.  Starting mid-March and 
ending just prior to spring break, we’ll be 
moving into the newly completed spaces, 
staggering the transition to minimize the 
impact on students and teachers.  The new 
classrooms will be unveiled fully furnished with 
brand new furniture. Classes currently being 
held in the portables will move into the 
building proper rather than waiting until the 
end of the year as originally planned.  We'll be 
delighted to have all of our students under one 
roof!  Additionally, specialists will each have a 
designated classroom in the new building; 
they'll no longer be teaching "from a cart".  

 

The pictures below reflect back on the journey 
that brought us to this point.  In the photos, you 
can see the media center's transformation 
from August of 2017, up until now.   We've 
come a long way together!   

 
 

 
 

 



   

  Page 4 of 8 
   

 

 

 

  Spotlight on Mr. Shrankler 

Tell us about yourself! 

I have been teaching a long time-31 years in St. Paul.  My first 
9 years I was a Sixth grade classroom teacher and have been 
a Science Specialist since.  I grew up on the eastside of St. 
Paul.  I am married and have 3 adult children (2 daughters 
and a son).  My youngest daughter is still in college.  I like to do 
anything that involves being outside-fishing, hiking, skiing and 
being a fan of all Minnesota sports.  I also really enjoy 
spending time at our family cabin in Star Prairie Wisconsin.      

What is your favorite part of being a science teacher? 

Being a Science Teacher is awesome!  Who else is able to go 
their job and mess around with all kinds of cool stuff and try to 
figure out how it works with 25 other enthusiastic people?  One 
of my favorite things about science is when things happen 
that are not expected. 

Have you always loved science? 

I think I have always loved science.  When I was younger I had 
a hard time staying seated and working at my desk for any 
period of time.  My third grade teacher was into hands-on 
science and got me hooked.  I had great science teachers 
through school that were very inspiring. 

What's your favorite food? 

My favorite food is just about anything from Raum Mit Thai. 

If you had the opportunity to go into space, would you 
go? 

I would love to travel in space.  I would especially like to travel 
to Mars.    

 

 

Mr. Ollman’s Music Notes 

On January 8th, Emma Jirele, from the 
University of Minnesota, began student 
teaching with me here at St. Anthony Park. 
She will be with us until March 9th. Please 
warmly welcome her. Ms. Jirele has been a 
fantastic addition to the music room; I love 
having a student teacher because it allows 
me an opportunity to have daily reflective 
conversations about teaching, which is 
crucial in my own professional development. 
 
Music Open Houses were held January 16-19. 
We had 133 adults come and observe! I hold 
open houses because, in concerts, parents 
typically receive a limited snapshot of the 
types of learning that occur in music class. 
Open house attendees were able to see a 
diverse array of activities that 
meet music standards such as singing, playing 
instruments, improvising music, 
composing music, and reading/writing music. 
Plus, if you attend multiple years, you can see 
the progression from year to year, grade to 
grade, on the concepts and skills being 
taught in music class. 
 
On Thursday, March 8, the fourth and fifth 
graders will perform a 6:30pm concert in the 
Gym for families and community. (A day 
concert will be held for staff and 
students.) Attendees will enjoy a lot of singing, 
dancing, and fun! Our focus this year 
is music of the 80s and 90s: Music of Whitney 
Houston, R. Kelly, and Ace of Base will be 
featured. Several teachers will join as 
instrumentalists, including Mr. Clark (drums), 
Mr. Budin (bass guitar), Ms. Krider (violin), Ms. 
Maas (flute), and Ms. Davies (flute). 
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CROSSWORD FUN 

 

 

 

Destination Imagination 

Destination Imagination is a fun, hands-on 
system of learning that fosters students’ 
creativity, curiosity and courage through 
academic challenges. The challenges 
blend science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics education with the arts. 
Students who participate learn valuable 
skills such as patience, flexibility, 
persistence, respect for others and their 
ideas, and the collaborative problem 
solving process. 
 

“I learned that D.I can sometimes be hard 
but that’s a great thing because that’s 
when you find solutions.  D.I really opens up 
your talents.  I think D.I. makes people more 
creative”      -Woldemariam 

“I’ve done D.I. for three years not, and I love 
it!  Working with my team allows me to get 
tokow new people.  I met one of my best 
friends through D.I.  I love how everything 
we do has a little bit of everyone’s personal 
styles and how everyone does their part.”     
-Franny 

“I’ve had a lot of second graders ask me 
“should I do D.I. next year?”  I give them all 
the same answer “Yes, it’s taught me so 
many things and it’s the best thing you’ll 
ever sign up for.  You pick a challenge that 
seems too hard, but believe me, you’ll fing 
out you can do things you didn’t know you 
could!” And I hope at least one of those 
second graders does D.I. because I know 
they’ll gain skills and talents they’ll carry with 
them their entire life.” -Johanna 

SAP has 7 destination imagination teams 
this year that will compete at the 
Regional Tournament at Harding High 
School on March 3. Our teams are 
composed of fifty 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
graders.  Go SAP! 
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   Principal’s Page 

Dear St. Anthony Park Families: 

 
As always, it has been a busy month!  A highlight for me was completing my read-a- 

thon “construction challenge” by building a bookcase in 7 minutes.  The students  
passed their reading goal of 300,000 and read well over 400,000 minutes.  Thank  
you for all of your support and helping them with reading and asking for donations  
for our school.  And thank you to SAPSA for all of the many ways in which you  
Support our school! 

I am looking forward to parent-teacher conferences in a few weeks.  You should have 
received the form from the teachers this week.  It is always good to connect with you 
to talk about the students’ progress.  Please be sure to ask us any questions or share  
any concerns you might have.  You know your children best, and we want to partner  
with you in their learning.  If you didn’t receive the conference form, please call the  
office. 

There is going to be a big change in the building in March.  Starting in mid-March,  
the new library space will be open and seven of our new, second-floor classrooms  
will be opening up.  The third and fourth grade classes will be moving upstairs.  Over 
the next six weeks, you will see the library being set up, furniture being moved in,  
and the space taking shape.  The new library is full of natural light and will be a great 
place for students to read, gather and learn.  Throughout all of these building  
transitions, our staff have been amazingly flexible and consistent for the children.   
There is a lot going on, and I’m grateful to them for their ability to maintain learning  
in the midst of change.  What an amazing staff we have! 

Another important change to note is that on the first day back from spring break,  
April 9, the main entrance will be at to the southwest door.  This is sometimes called  
the “kindergarten door;” it is right on Gordon St.  Buses will drop off Knapp as they  
always have, but all parent pick-up and drop-off must be on Gordon Ave.  The  
sidewalk between the school and Gordon will re-open.  The office will be in a  
different location too; follow the signs when you come in the door. 

The lost and found is overflowing with mittens, hats, jackets, boots, and other items.  
Please stop by, or have your child do so, to collect lost items.  
 

Remember that my door is always open for your questions or concerns.  I hope to  
see you soon! 
 
Karen Duke, Principal 
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